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LOOKING BACK 
A brief synopsis of C.S.Sp. history in East Africa) 
The statistics of death are startling. I speak now of our 
CSSP history in what is sometimes termed Black Africa to- 
dav. In modern missionarv times we were the first to esta- 
blish a bridgehead and movk inland on both Coasts of the then 
" Dark Continent." 
A generous 5 0 0 0  milst of coastline - no limit in the inte- 
rior - was confided to the sons of Fr. Libermann in 1842  
when Rome established the Vicariate of the Two Guineas ex- 
tending from the River Senegal to the Orange River. Two 
decades later on the East Coast the Prefecture of Zanzibar - 
a mere 2 0 0 0  miles of coastline from Cape Guardafui in Som- 
alia to Cape Delgado in Mozambique - was similarly as- 
signed to  these first missionaries of our modern era. 
But in those days what were the hopes of survival for a 
European iri a climate that held the hazards of yellow fever, 
dysentery, blackwater fever, malaria, bilharzia, cholera . . . for 
which remedies were virtually unknown? Few indeed. The 
facts are frightening. 347  Holy Ghost missionaries died in 
Africa between 1845  and 1900  at an average age of 3 4  
years and 2 months. Between 1890  and 1910  records tell 
us that 1 1 4  C.S.Sp. missionaries died before reaching the 
age of 3 0  while 8 1  more died before their 35th birthday, i.e. 
195  were already dead by time a modern missionary would 
believe his labours had seriously begun! 
I t  would be a pity if as our missionary era moves steadily 
towards its allotted decline - with the growth of young 
churches in Africa and elsewhere - i t  would be a thousand pi- 
ties if we forgot the sheer heroism, the literal self-sacrifice 
that marked those early decades. An assignment to  mission- 
ary Africa - when the sons of Fr. Libermann took charge of 
the Two Guineas and Zanzibar - was a death sentence with 
perhaps a few years' reprieve, and was, as well, permanent 
exile for most. 
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I t  is sobering for us today - with our technology and a 
medical wisdom unknown to  our earlier confreres - to  walk si- 
lently from cross to  inscribed cross in the Missionaries' ceme- 
tery in Bagamoyo where the young Spiritans died in their late 
twenties and so early thirties, where the White Fathers, who 
arrived in 1878  and lingered with the Holy Ghost Fathers to  
organise their supplies and caravans for the journey inland, 
were often obliged to  linger longer still and rest forever before 
their desired labours had begun. 
T r u e ,  s o m e  s t a l w a r t s  o u t l i v e d  t h e  n o r r n a l  
span. Fr. Etienne Baur C.S.Sp. who initiated the C.S.Sp. 
presence with Fr. Horner in Zanzibar in 1863,  who was foun- 
der of the first Missions on the mainland (Bagamoyo 1868;  
Mhonda 4 877;  Mandera 1881;  Morogoro 1882)  lived an in- 
credible fifty missionary years and was laid to  rest in 191  3 in 
Zanzibar where his labours began. He was famous for his 
medications, was something of a "walking pharmacy" with 
herbal and other "nostrums" that he used to  good effect on 
himself and others. 
Fr. Le Roy - explorer extraordinary, natural historian and 
writer of "best-sellers" before the mercenary title was coined 
- spent 1 1 years in the vast Zanzibar Vicariate before being 
appointed Vicar Apostolic of the still vaster jurisdiction of the 
Two Guineas (1892-1 896) .  He was elected Superior Gen- 
eral of his missionary family repeatedly (1896-1926)  and 
died in 1938 ,  decorated by Church and State alike, a "Great" 
even among "Greats." 
I t  would be a boast if i t  were not a fact - there is scarce- 
ly a Catholic Mission in the vastness of Black Africa today that 
does not owe its foundation, directly or indirectly, to the dar- 
ing and initiative, to the faith and heroism of the sons of that 
intrepid little convert Jew from Saverne whom we revere as 
Francis Marv Paul Libermann. 
In an age of ever-growing specialistaion - when so many 
insist that only a very limited corner of a very limited field may 
enclose their endeavours - it is wholesome to look back on 
the all-round versatility and amazing ingenuity of those men 
who were literally "parati ad omnia" and never daunted by 
difficulty or danger. They lived "self-reliance" before the 
word became the slogan it is today. Around their every foun- 
dation grew up orchard, farm and factory as they taught their 
surprised Christian community the dignity of labour and a 
whole litany of manual skills. 
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The local languages had no literature, had to  be codified 
and classified the hard way. Those men did not falter. They 
became philologists of necessity, recording with patient pen 
the sounds they heard. Grammars and dictionaries emerged 
because of their persevering purpose, catechisms and bibles 
too. 
Without the monumental studies of men like Fr. Sacleux 
C.S.Sp, whose Swahili Catechism has never been surpassed, 
the vernacular liturgy, that is a reality today in so many Afri- 
can languages and dialects, would simply not be possible. 
Hence the Journal entry of St. Austin's Mission dated 
28/2/1902 - to record Fr. Hemery's transfer to  Zanzibar - 
is more an accolade than a mere tribute. It reads: "Fr. Hem- 
ery founded the Mission and brought it to a status comparing 
favourably with other Missions in the Vicariate. He also codi- 
fied the Kilcuyu language and its grammar and translated the Ca- 
techism into Kikuyu." 
Many of these men - Le Roy, Sacleux and their no less 
distinguished confreres in Congo and Angola - became Pro- 
fessors in their specialist studies of Ethnology, Natural History 
and Linguistics in various European Universities on their re- 
tirement from the Missions through age or ill-health. 
It should be remembered that long before the colonising 
powers from Europe - too often with marauding tread and 
avaricious purpose - assumed the Education of the primitive 
African," the missionaries had "begun a good work" as hu- 
man in its dimensions as it was unselfish and apostolic in its 
inspiration. 
W e  owe much to  those early missionaries. In  this age of 
instant journalism we are particularly indebted to  their devo- 
tion to  the Mission Journal. There they recorded with sur- 
prising fidelity the "trivia" and the "tremenda." So often, 
what then seemed trivial assumes proportions of interest, 
amusement and inspiration when reread fifty, seventy or a 
hundred years later. 
In recent times I've had occasion to  browse through the 
journals of St. Austin's (founded 1899)  and All Saints-Riara 
(1902)  for their 75th anniversaries. The following quotes 
will interest those familiar with the Kenya scene and the his- 
tory and conditions of "those early days:" 
St. Austin's: 26/6 /1900 :  " W e  hear that lions are 
continuing to cause trouble on the railway by carrying off col- 
5 0  LOOKING BACK 
lies. A reward of L 100  is offered to  whoever kills the famous 
lion that prowls between Kima and Kiu. Mr. Ryan, Superin- 
tendent of Police, lost his life there. The terrible carnivore 
left after him only part of the body of the poor officer." 
7 /  1 I /  1900: "The garden begins to  give abundant veget- 
ables once more thanks to  the abundant rains. The trees 
brought from Europe are shaping well; also 100 coffee plants 
from Bura." (This is the first reference to  coffee growing in 
the Kenya Highlands. St. Augustin's is the "home" of Ken- 
ya Coffee as we know it today - the most lucrative of Ken- 
ya's exports while current prices obtain.) 
25/5/ 1901: "Evening visit from Kinyanjui, Chief of the 
local Wakikuyus. He enters the chapel and pretends to  have 
heard Ngai (God) who was calling him: 'Kinyanjui, Kinyan- 
jui!" He told me to consult Ngai tomorrow to  see what He 
wishes of him. This is a new Samuel with one big difference 
- Kiryanjui has at least 5 0  wives all full of life!" 
9/6/1902: "Today big meeting at  the Vice-Con- 
sul's. Several local chiefs have been called in. Painstaking- 
ly and unconvincingly the famous Vice-Consul tries to  prove 
that the whole of Kikuyu country belongs to  the Govern- 
ment. He argues that the land is 'commonwealth' and that 
the Africans are simply 'land-holders.' Someone emphatical- 
ly holds that Chief Kinyanjui has no right to  sell bare (unculti- 
vated) land and that the acquisition of such land is the busi- 
ness of the Government only. The result will be that in some 
years the Kikuyu will have to  graze their cattle and sheep in- 
side their huts. All other grazing areas will be 'Common- 
wealth' or even 'Crown Land'!" 
The Fathers' sympathy for the Kikuyus in the growing 
'land shauri' comes through vividly in the following: 
Sometimes business and pleasure shoulder each other in 
the same entry! ' 
April 7904: "We  sent 3,500 coffee trees to Lady Dela- 
m e r e .  F r .  B u r k e  s h o o t s  9 5  p a r t r i d g e s  i n  o n e  
day!" (Fr. Burke died that same year in his early thirties and 
is buried in St. Austin's. He was the first Irish C.S.Sp. in 
East Africa and features in a historic photograph depicting the 
Fathers and Brothers planting and caring for the first coffee). 
29/6/ 1909: "The Protestants of various denominations 
meet  t o  decide on t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a c o m m o n  
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church. The plan is not adopted but there seems to  be 
agreement to limiting themselves to  two  Sacraments: Bap- 
tism and the Supper." 
5/  1 I /  1909: "We  send a lot of parchment coffee to  
Fr. Wuitz in Bathurst Gambia). They want to  try i t  out over 
there. We hope it will succeed as well as i t  has over here." 
There were traffic problems even in those early days! 
15/ 12/ 1909: "The Town Clerk presents Monsigneur 
(Allgeyer) with a fine of 7.50 rupees for a lamppost hit by Bro. 
Solanus and his mules in Bazaar Street. Monsigneur 
succeeds in having i t  reduced to  5 rupees!" 
1912/ 1913: "Mass for Fr. Etienne. The Swahili Chris- 
tians who revere 'Baba's' memory attend in large num- 
bers." (Cf. earlier reference to  Fr. Etienne Baur C.S.Sp. pio- 
neer in Zanzibar since 1863). 
From the All Saints journal we  select first a few liturgical 
quotes. No t  all l i turgical  wisdoom dates f rom Vati- 
can II. Quite a deal of imagination, innovation and adapta- 
tion is revealed in the following excerpts: 
May 1909: "Each day Fathers, Brothers and Sisters 
joined with Christians and workmen in saying the Rosary, 
hearing a short reading on Mary, singing a hymn and reciting 
Night Prayer at 6.30 p.m. Benediction was added on Satur- 
days." 
December 19 11: A commission met at All Saints to  draw 
up a definitive Kikuyu translation of the prayers. 
March 19 13: During Holy Week Fr. Bugeau read the Pas- 
sion in Kiku yu. 
May 7921: "The first Corpus Christi Procession - an altar 
of Repose under the sacred Mugomo tree. . . a real triumph. I t  
was under this Mugomo tree that a spear just missed 
Fr. Bernhard, thrown because he had cut a branch." 
In the same context we  read 
May 1923: "Corpus Christi Procession. Fr. Cayzac is over- 
come at the thought that the altar of Repose under the sacrifi- 
cial Mugumo tree is an occasion - perhaps unique - when 
"antiquum documentum novo cedat ritui" - "the old order 
changes yielding place to  new." 
December 7922: "Fr. Cayzac introduces a custom - that 
was to  continue for many years - the blessing of little children 
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gathered around the altar on the Feast of the Holy Inno- 
cents." 
The Journal refers to  this as an 'innovation' and pointedly 
remarks that all 'tradition' is the result of some 'innovation!' 
Long before McMillan's 'Wind of Change' speech in the 
fifties, the following entry reads prophetically: 
October 1929: Nothing unusual except that among the Ki- 
kuyus a wind of evolution that borders on revolution is blow- 
ing. It is always the same old story - land. The actual con- 
tention is this: "Since the tenacity of the Kikuyu has made it 
impossible for the Government to  take more land, the 'serika- 
li ' now turns to the missionaries. I t  first solicited the aid of 
the Protestants but without success; i t  has now turned to the 
Catholics." In all this there is not a word of truth. But the 
fact is that these ideas do prevail in the Kikuyu mind. As a 
result, the Catholic Kikuyus distrust the missionary. If the 
Father is seen talking to  a group of Christians, the others im- 
mediately shout a warning: "Be careful, he is trying to  man- 
oeuvre you into a situation which will enable him to  take over 
your land and give it to  the Government!" According to  
these Kikuyus the missionary is not a man of religion but uses 
religion as a lever to  relieve them of their land! In the mean- 
time we must allow this wind of folly to  blow itself out." 
Here we  conclude our Journal quotations in favour of a 
quick glance at the facts of our C.S.Sp. history in East Africa. 
In 1860  (for the first time since the Portuguese were ex- 
pelled from Zanzibar in 1698)  a priest, Fr. Fava, set foot on 
the Island of Cloves and the Island of the Slave Trade. He 
was leader of a missionary group which included two  other 
priests, six Sisters and a surgeon. Their Superior and 'sen- 
der' was Bishop Maupoint of the island of Reunion who re- 
mained Prefect Apostolic of the new jurisdiction from 1860-  
1 882 .  
Fr. Fava and his team had the good fortune to  win the 
goodwill of the Sultan as they set about laying the pattern for 
the future apostolate. In Arab-dominated Muslim Zanzibar, 
caution was necessary, suspicions had to  be allayed, all sem- 
blance of a direct religious approach carefully disguised and 
stress given rather to  'development projects.' Thus a hospi- 
tal was built and a school started. 
Fr. Fava soon realised that the nature of the new work 
was such that only a religious society with resources, person- 
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nel and an established missionary tradition would be equal to 
the task of developing what he had begun. So i t  was that - 
after due negotiation - Fr. Anthony Horner and Fr. Etienne 
Baur, the first C.S.Sp. missionaries in East Africa, arrived in 
Zanzibar on June 16,  1863 .  
For many years the focus of the Fathers' zeal was the 
slave market in Zanzibar where the graceful U.M.C.A. church 
now stands. This was the ready recruiting ground for the 
school and the hospital. Each week the human merchandise 
- herded down the slave routes from Lake Tanganyika and 
Lake Victoria - was shamefully paraded before eager bid- 
ders. An estimated fifty to  sixty thousand slaves were auc- 
tioned there annually. 
The bearded white priests soon began to  frequent the 
market. Wi th  their slender resources they bought unwanted 
babies for a few centimes, boys and girls - the sick and 
maimed - for  from 25 to  40 francs. The Sisters took charge 
of the disease-ridden infants and girls and baptised those in 
danger of death. The boys were the responsibility of the Fa- 
thers and Brothers. 
In Zanzibar first, and much more lavishly in Bagamoyo 
from 1868  onwards, these youngsters were lovingly cared for 
in a complex of buildings and activities that grew up around 
them and their needs. Some 50 buildings housed a hive of 
academic and technical activity while a whole area was allot- 
ted to  gardening and agriculture. W e  speak of 'ku-jitegem- 
ea' today, but few mission foundations have achieved the 
famed self-reliance of Bagamoyo. 
Eventually Bagamoyo became the launching pad for all 
exploratory and missionary ventures into the interior. 
From there Stanley set out to find Livingstone after many 
days as the honoured guest of the Fathers whose work he 
greatly admired. 
There, later, Livingstone's mortal remains rested over- 
night on their way t o  London and honoured burial. 
There in 1878  the White Fathers first set foot on East Af- 
rican soil and, as we already saw, many of their young pio- 
neers lie buried there wi th  their C.S.Sp. forebears. 
Bagarnoyo is a ghost town today, the houses dilapidated, 
the population sparse and the Mission only a faint shadow of 
its former self. The church and the three-storey Fathers' res- 
idence remain, also a missionary museum. Our Dutch con- 
freres have not been unmindful of their heritage. 
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The C.S.Sp. advance into the interior was not long de- 
layed. Mhonda was founded in 1877 several days' journey 
inland. Then followed Mandera ( 1  881 ), Morogoro (1 8821, 
Tunungo (1 884) and llonga (1 885), all in the present diocese 
of Morogoro, where the Fathers of the Dutch Province still 
maintain a historic presence. 
From there it was not too long a step to Kilema (1 890) 
and Kibosho (1 8921, the first two among a cluster of 
Missions at the foot of Mt. Kilimanjaro where an entire tribe 
became Catholic - the Chagga people, whose normal every- 
day greeting is still "Tumsifu Yesu Kristu! " - " Praised be Je- 
sus Christ!" 
Those familiar with our local geography or who have read 
"The Battle of the Budu" will know that the road leads kindly 
on from Kilema via Himo and Taveta to Bura ( 1  892) and 
Mombasa (1 8921, our first two Missions in the now diocese 
of Mombasa. 
What was called the Uganda Railway was being built at 
this time and our first C.S.Sp.'s arrived in Nairobi by train 
from Mombasa i n  1899 to found St. Austin's and Holy Fam- 
ily. Riara was the first venture into Kikuyuland proper in 
1902, to be followed by Mangu (1 906) and Kabaa (1 912). 
Space does not permit us to delay longer on the many 
subsequent foundations or the colourful characters associated 
with their development. Their name is legion; they are 
many! 
After that brief glance back down the highways of our 
C.S.Sp. history in East Africa, let us pause and permit our- 
selves a momento of humble and grateful elation, a moment 
of pride without apology, because ours today is a proud heri- 
tage. 
They were giants in their own right, those Spiritans who 
went before us. And so there may be nothing pygmy in our 
purpose or our performance. We belong to a race of men of 
mighty missionary muscle. We must flex that inherited mus- 
cle of ours with renewed courage as we confront the chal- 
lenge of our missionary commitment today. Modesty be- 
comes us but not timidity. Our commitment is not to a tribe 
or a nation, not to a theology or to a liturgy, not to anything 
merely Catechetical or ecumenical; our commitment is not 
even to a people but to a Person - to Christ whose most 
comprehensive description of himself is: " I  am the Truth 
for this was I born . . . to  give witness to the Truth." 
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W e  give that witness by our ringing YES to  the truth of 
our Gospel-gathering-together in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
to which we belong by Faith and Baptism; to  the truth of our 
own C.S.Sp. history wi th  its tradition of prayer and aposto- 
late; to  the truth of our immediate pastoral scene which dis- 
counts all pessimism because we belong by definition to  the 
Gospel of Hope; to  the truth of a young church emerging 
around us, seeking with our help to  clothe the eternal truths in 
the transient garb of our current culture; to  the truth that we  
have laboured and 'others have entered into our labours,' so 
generously too, to  the final truth that all this convincing wit- 
ness will happily come to  pass only if we  strive to  be "doers 
of the truth in love . . . in sincere love" - (veritatem facientes 
in caritate . . . in caritate non ficta), if we  allow ourselves to  
be 'driven forward by the love of Christ' (caritate Christi com- 
pulsi.) 
Frank Comerford C.S.Sp. 
